
 1 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
British Automotive Restoration  

Triumphs, MGs, Austin Healeys, Jaguars, Exotics 
Bally, PA    Tel.: (610) 845 – 8217     www.TriumphRescue.com 

Matt Bakes, Proprietor     Email: RustyTR4@aol.com 

__________________________________________________ 
�

 Upcoming events:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

National Convention  Rev your 
engines (and clean them too)! July 17 - 
21, 2007 Vintage Triumph Register 
(VTR) National Convention in Valley 
Forge. Hosted by our own local club - 
Delaware Valley Triumphs. Come 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
TR3A.  
 
The national convention will probably 
not be in our area again for many years, 
perhaps a decade or more, so now is 
the time to get ready and show off your 
cars.  

Save the date: April 14, 2007 – 10:00 AM till 2:00 PM. Triumph 
Rescue tech session  at Matt’s shop. Come and join your friends or meet 
some new ones while you enjoy some refreshments and  the pros provide 
some tips for keeping your car looking good and fee ling good.   

For more information visit  VTR at www.Vtr.org  and Delaware Valley Triumphs 
at www.delvaltrs.org  . 
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Don’t worry, be happy! Just plan ahead! The first a nd most important step 

in a sports car restoration project is for the owne r to identify his or her objectives. 
The budget and focus of the work will vary accordin gly. Typically, owner’s want: 
safety, reliability, performance, and / or appearan ce.  

 
Ask yourself - what do you want to do with your car ? Do you want to show 

your car or drive it? You do not necessarily have t o drive your car to car shows, 
for example, you can put it on a trailer. Want to g o fast? Are you going to 
participate in races? Or, do you just want to go fo r the occasional ride in the 
country with the top down? 

 
Most sports car buff’s objectives are pretty simple . They just want to drive 

their cars and participate in a club rally from tim e to time without having to get 
towed back to the barn. So, with this in mind, we n eed to restore a car with safety 
and reliability as priorities. A sound chassis, a s mooth running engine and 
transmission, and trustworthy brakes are essential components of a safe reliable 
ride.  Appearance and authenticity are nice, but no t necessary to enjoy a ride on a 
shady country road in the spring. Good brakes and t ires are! 

 
If you want to show your car, then appearance and a uthenticity will be key 

considerations. There are different standards of au thenticity and appearance. Do 
you really want to win or just participate? There i s a big increase in the budget to 
produce a trophy or medal, but you can show your ca r and have fun without 
breaking the bank. How far do you want to take it? The body work and parts 
authenticity required to produce a blue ribbon at a  major regional show are 
extensive. Rewarding, but extensive.  

 
So, think through the alternatives and get in touch  with an expert to help 

guide you through the process, schedule, and budget  matters.  Most professional 
restorers will work with you and prepare different work plans and budgets and let 
you decide how to go. If you are not in a hurry or want to take one step at a time, 
they can work on the car in phases, over several ye ars perhaps, as your car 
moves from one level of restoration to the next in conjunction with your budget 
and interests.  

 
Don’t worry, be happy! 
 

Tip #1 from the pros:  
 
Restoration Projects 
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In the north, most people don’t drive their roadste rs in the winter, so winter 

battery storage is something to think about. The id ea is to keep your battery warm 
enough to keep it from freezing. 

 
A battery in an uncharged state will freeze and this  is bad and can be 

dangerous. The battery may crack and leak acid, dam aging your car. The battery 
can explode, causing injury, and the fumes are unhe althy. The fumes are also 
corrosive. The corrosion will cause problems later,  perhaps when you are out for 
a spin.  

 
Another cold weather caution concerns antifreeze. Ma ke sure you have it in 

the car. Sounds like something everyone knows, but we get restoration cars 
shipped in from the south or west without antifreeze . Antifreeze is sometimes not 
used in warmer climates so the cars arrive up here with water in the radiator. 
Check your car. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tip #2 from the pros:  
 
Winter Care  

 

 

Auto Restoration Tech Bill Dewar adds antifreeze. 
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It happens to everyone at some point or another. We  trust someone to 
provide a service and are disappointed with the res ults or never get any results.  
Calls aren’t answered. Excuses pile up. 

 
We get cars in the shop from time to time that come  to us after the owners 

have frustrating and expensive experiences with oth er repair shops. Sometimes 
the owner is left worse off than before he started.  We have to go collect their car, 
strip out or redo much of the work, and then start again. Better to start off on the 
right path at the beginning.  

 
So look for a shop that has the track record and st aff to get 

it right the first time. It’s the better way to go and less expensive in 
the long run which leaves you more money for gas, b eer, and girls.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
Member 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Tip #3 from the pros: 
 
Do it right the 1st time. 
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About Us 
 

Triumph Rescue has been in business for 12 years, r estoring and 
servicing British sports cars. The company maintain s an extensive 

collection of used and rebuilt parts. 
 

 The shop is open from Mondays through Fridays from  7:00 AM 
until 5:00 PM and is frequently open on Saturdays. Friends and 

customers are always welcome to stop by, but should  call first for an 
appointment.  

 
Car pickup and return can be arranged. Winter stora ge is available. 

 
When we accept a restoration project, every custome r is fully aware of 

what lies ahead and can better appreciate the progr ess being made 
and justification of each expense.  We only schedul e restoration 

projects when we are absolutely certain that we can  diligently keep to 
the timetable we've set and deliver your car when p romised. We will  
not accept any restoration candidates if our staff cannot devote full 

attention to the task at hand.  
 

www.TriumphRescue.com 
617 Walnut Street, Bally, PA 19503 

Tel.: (610) 845 - 8217     Fax: (610) 845 - 3518 
Email: Triumphs@TriumphRescue.com  


